Identifying geospatial "hot spots" of glomerular diseases: opportunities and challenges.
Canney et al. discovered significant geographic clustering of incident glomerular diseases by applying geospatial modeling techniques to routinely collected information. The results provide further evidence to support the role of environmental triggers in the pathogenesis of glomerular diseases. The study highlights the largely untapped capacity to exploit routinely collected administrative data with appropriate analyses to explore disease pathogenesis and inform health service planning.